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City of Ketchum Launches Online and Paper Housing Survey
Survey will inform Community Housing Analysis and Strategy

KETCHUM, ldaho — The City of Ketchum would like to hear from community members, employers and
employees throughout Ketchum and the Wood River Valley to best assess the area’s housing needs.

Survey results will assist the city’s consultant, Agnew::Beck, in developing appropriate housing strategies
tailored to Ketchum as well as strategies to help solve the area’s housing needs.

The project’s goal is to develop an action plan to guide the next two to four years of future projects and
initiatives that will lead to the development of more affordable housing options in Ketchum and the region.

“We continue to work on finding more solutions to address Ketchum’s critical need for housing,” said Mayor
Neil Bradshaw. “While a significant step has been taken with the approval of Bluebird Village, there is much
more to be done. Let’s keep the momentum going.”

Agnew::Beck has conducted several meetings with community stakeholders gathering data and information
about the need for community housing today and in the future.

Ultimately, the city should have enough homes for year-round and seasonal residents at varying income levels
and life stages to keep Ketchum a complete and thriving local community.

Residents and visitors have experienced the lack of affordable housing with the reduction or elimination of
services due to the lack of employees. Many local businesses are suffering or closing because they cannot
maintain staffing. One local business owner said they have had to cut hours/reduce days or completely close.
“The quality of our service has really declined because we don’t have the skilled people we need. The
employees that we do have are EXHAUSTED.”

Interviewees were asked what is working and not working in how community housing is provided today, and
ideas about how to increase and improve the amount of community housing to meet current and future
needs. The responses were consistent in acknowledging the significant lack of affordable places to live in
Ketchum.

"Our housing market is wildly undersupplied,” said Michelle Griffith, executive director of ARCH Community
Housing Trust. “There is a significant gap between market price and local wages and salaries. This gap is likely
to widen and get worse (if nothing is done)."
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The Ketchum Community Housing Survey 2021 will provide community input to better understand the needs
and desires of individuals living and working in the city and Wood River Valley.

English and Spanish versions of the survey are available at the following links:

English - https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KetchumHousingMatters
Spanish - https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KetchumHousingMattersSpanish

Hit#

About the City of Ketchum

The City of Ketchum is located in the Wood River Valley in south central Idaho. Founded in 1880 during the
mining boom, Ketchum is now regarded as one of the most popular destinations for winter and summer
visitors due to its world-class skiing, mountain biking, fishing, hiking, restaurants, art galleries and shopping. In
2018, Ketchum was awarded designation by the International Dark-Sky Association as a Dark Sky Community
and is included in the Nation’s first International Dark Sky Reserve, one of only 13 in the world. The City of
Ketchum hosts the famous annual Wagon Days Parade, held on Labor Day weekend, and numerous other
year-round attractions. Ketchum is home to more than 10,000 full- and part-time residents. For more
information about the City of Ketchum, visit www.ketchumidaho.org.

About Agnew:Beck

Agnew::Beck is a multidisciplinary consulting firm based in Anchorage, Alaska with an office in Boise, Idaho.
They are skilled in analysis, policy development, planning, public engagement, and project implementation.
Since 2002, they have helped clients strategically respond to challenges and opportunities to achieve their
goals. The team is committed to effective and efficient project management working to build healthy
communities locally, regionally and statewide. By combining creativity and vision with practical
implementation, Agnew::Beck helps clients accomplish short-term objectives and set out a clear path for long-
term success. They are practical partners, working to identify and tackle a project’s most important issues with
smart, effective solutions, and with community stakeholders at the center of the process.
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